One of Cromwell's speeches.
[A.D.17<
' Conclusion of his lives of Drake and Baretier,'t ' A free tran lation of the Jests of Hierocles1, with an Introduction ;'t an I think, the following pieces : ' Debate on the Proposal Parliament to Cromwell, to assume the Title of King, abridge modified, and digested2 ;'t ' Translation of Abbd Guyoi Dissertation on the Amazons ;'f 'Translation of Fontenell* Panegyrick on Dr. Morin.'f Two notes upon this appear me undoubtedly his. He this year, and the two followii wrote the Parliamentary Debates, He told me himself, th he was the sole composer of them for those three years on He was not, however, precisely exact in his statement, whi he mentioned from hasty recollection ; for it is sufficieni evident, that' his composition of them began November 19, 17. and ended February 33, 1742-33.
It appears from some of Cave's letters to Dr. Birch, that C? had better assistance for that branch of his Magazine, than 1 been   generally  supposed ;   and  that  he  was  indefatigable getting it made as perfect as he could.
1 This piece is certainly not by Johnson. It contains more than one ungrammatical passage. It is impossible to believe that he wrote such a sentence as the following : — 'Another having a cask of wine sealed up at the top, hut his servant boring a hole at the bottom stole the greatest part of it away ; sometime after, having called a friend to taste his wine, he found the vessel almost empty,1 &c.
3 Mr.  Carlyle, by the use of the
Letters and Speeches, iii. 229), seems to imply that he does not hold with Boswell in assigning this piece to Johnson. I am inclined to think, nevertheless, that Boswell is right. If it is Johnson's it is doubly interesting as showing the method which he often followed in writing the Parliamentary Debates. When notes were given him, while for the most part he kept to the speaker's train of thoughts, he dealt with the lan-
guage much as it pleased him. the Cunt. Mag. Cromwell speaks if he were wearing a flowing and were addressing a Parliam of the days of George II. He thus made to conclude Speech xi ' For my part, could I multiply person or dilate my power, I she dedicate myself wholly to this gi end, in the prosecution of wl I shall implore the blessing of C upon your counsels and cndcavoi Cent. Mag: xi. 100. The follow arc the words which correspond this in th'e original:—' If I cc help you to many, and multiply : self into many, that would be serve you in regard to settlement But I shall pray to God Almiji that He would direct you to what is according to His will. J this is that poor account I am ! to give of myself in this thing.' < lyle's Cromwell, iii. 255. 3 See Appendix A.
T1 we hear it is strongly reported; and of that ingenious, but thread-bare excuse for a downright lie, it wants confirmation!
